FALL 2020

C O V ID- 1 9 U P D A T E
This document is intended to answer your questions about our plans
for the beginning of the year. We highlight the word plan because
times are uncertain. To tell you we know what is going to happen
would be to create false promises. What we can assure you is the
safety of our students and faculty is most important to us, and we are
bathing our decisions in prayer and seeking wise counsel. We will be
transparent with you and keep you informed as the year progresses.

Are we starting in August/September?

Yes, as far as we know, we plan to start all classes (art, acting, music, and
dance) at their regularly scheduled times during August and September.
Dance will be operating on a modified schedule for the first seven weeks.
Please scroll to page 4 for dance information.

Will School of Fine Arts close if Decatur City School switch to
virtual learning?

Not necessarily. We are much smaller than a typical school, have a more
limited schedule, and do not have transportation or meal needs. Thus, we will
put safety first but independently evaluate the recommendations of health
officials at that time to determine if we continue.

If we don't start at the beginning of the year, can we join
later?

Yes! Pending class availability, we are going to do our best to be flexible and
offer opportunities for your child to join us later. For semester-long classes
like Musikgarten, this means we will work offer a discounted tuition rate to
those joining later.

What are your COVID policies for students and teachers?

We plan to use a mixture of masks/no masks, sanitation, social distancing, and
family symptom evaluation. Please see the next page for our full list of COVID
policies.

How will tuition be handled if we cannot hold in-person
classes or I make a personal decision to stay at home?

In order to be equally fair to our teachers and students, our plan is to handle
tuition month by month. If classes should be cancelled in the middle of the
month or you choose to stay at home, we cannot refund tuition for that
month but will offer an online option for the remainder of the month. After
that, you will be able to continue online or discontinue classes.
Semester-long and 8-week classes can pay by the month instead of paying in
one sum.

How to register:

You can register online at https://registration.schooloffinearts.org/form/

COVID Policies for Students and Faculty
TEMPERATURE CHECKS We will not be taking temperatures at the door. We
implemented this strategy over the summer but cannot continue due to
students arriving at so many times throughout the day. Following the lead of
Decatur City Schools, we will partner with families to evaluate yourselves and
your children and maintain a safe environment.
SYMPTOMS Following CDC guidelines, we ask students and faculty to stay at
home if you display any of the following symptoms: temperature above 99.5F,
cough, unusual fatigue, shortness of breath, nausea, or diarrhea.
TESTING AND FAMILY Students and faculty should report COVID-19 testing
to director. Students and faculty should remain at home for 14 days if a
member of his/her household tests positive. If household member is awaiting
test results, please quarantine until this is received.
ILLNESS If an instructor or student tests positive, the class will be suspended
for 14 days. We will assess the level of exposure to determine if other classes
should suspend. We will determine on a case-by-case basis if we can offer the
suspended class on Zoom or can schedule a make-up class.
SOCIAL DISTANCING We are choosing appropriate classrooms for the class
size to allow for social distancing. Students and parents will have designated
pathways, restrooms, and waiting areas on each floor. In case of illness, this
allows us to trace contact and sanitize the building.
FACE COVERINGS Students and parents should wear masks in the hallways.
Students may remove them during class if needed. Instructors will wear
masks whenever social distancing is not possible but may need to remove
masks when socially distanced to be heard by class. Musikgarten parents
should wear masks.
SANITATION High-touch surfaces in classrooms, such as ballet barres, will be
sanitized between classes. Restrooms and FBC facilities are cleaned
thoroughly each day by facilities staff. Hand sanitizing stations are available
throughout building.

DANCE: FALL 2020
Are we starting dance August 24?

Yes, plan to begin August 24, but we are modifying our schedule to fewer
classes for at least the first seven weeks. See the next page for reasoning.

When will the modified schedule be in effect?

This will be a seven-week session, beginning August 24 and ending October 8.
Any needed make-up classes will be scheduled during fall break week:
October 12-15. We will evaluate in September to determine whether we
continue with the modified schedule the remainder of the semester or return
to the full schedule. You can view the modified schedule on our website.

Will I need to register for the modified schedule minimester?

Yes, but we have made it easy! Since we already have your child’s information,
you’ll only need to enter name and class selections. Students who have not
registered should submit all info. You can register either way on our website
at https://registration.schooloffinearts.org/form/
If we don't start on August 24, can we join later in the year?
Yes! This is one of the purposes of the minimester, giving those with concerns
a chance to join us later. You will have two more chances to join: October 19
and January 4. If you wait until January to join us, we'll evaluate on a case-bycase basis where your child should be placed.
If we resume a regular schedule October 19, will I register a third
time?
Nope! We are holding your place on the original schedule as you registered
and will keep you informed of the plan.
Will you offer Zoom dance classes for those who can't come in
person?
We are considering offering some Zoom classes for a smaller fee, depending
on the interest. Please register online to let us know your interest.

Why a Modified Minimester Schedule for Dance
Things are unavoidably different right now, and we want to be
transparent about why we're doing what we're doing. If you want
details about why we are are modifying our dance schedule, hopefully
this page will answer those questions.
1) We are doing our best to plan for situations where teachers may need to
isolate if they have been exposed. In order to best serve our students, we
want to avoid cancellations whenever possible. Fewer classes means we have
more teachers available to serve as substitute instructors.
2) We are going to do our best to encourage social distancing, which means
we need larger spaces. One of our studios will not be large enough for most
class sizes. Fewer classes allows us to schedule all of our larger classes in one
of two large spaces.
3) We recognize many students will be at home, waiting for COVID-19
numbers to fall. By offering a minimester, we are buying more time for these
families to potentially join us later in the semester for a fresh start.
4) We rarely discuss finances, but as a non-profit ministry, it's important for us
to steward the resources we have to best serve our students. With many of
our families staying at home right now, we do not have the enrollment
needed to afford a full schedule of classes. In addition, it wouldn't be in line
with who we are as a ministry to charge tuition to those who are at home due
to compromised immune systems while they wait to return to classes.

