WELCOME TO

Dance

Whether you're returning for your tenth+ year or joining us for the first time, we're so excited your child
is dancing with us!

We're a ministry of First Baptist Decatur, and our two dance studios are located at the church. While we
first began music classes as early as 1995, we officially launched in January 2000. Our goal is to help fine
arts students pursue personal excellence in a Christ-centered environment.

Our dance program has two main hallmarks: Christian environment and strong ballet technique. We
want our dancers to understand that God gives gifts like dance to use for His glory, and we want dance
to be a natural outflow of praise to Him. Followers of Jesus may have different convictions about dress,
and we will never try to determine your family's beliefs about what to wear. We do our best, though, to
offer a conservative approach to costuming and music, appropriate for a church environment.

Our second focus is on strong ballet technique. We believe ballet is a core for all styles of dance and,
while not all dancers may be interested in ballet, we promote technical excellence in all of our classes.
Simply put, our goal is not just to accomplish dance skills, but to teach them as they can be
accomplished with technical excellence, even if that takes a bit longer!

In today's busy world, our past attempts for a yearly orientation were not successful. Instead, this packet
puts the information in your hands so that you can absorb it as your schedule allows and keep it for
future reference. We look forward to a great year ahead!

PAYMENT
COSTS AND DUE DATES
Monthly Tuition Rates - **$10 late fee added to these amounts after the 15th of each month
1 class per week, per family – $45 per month
2 classes per week, per family – $70 per month
3 classes per week, per family – $85 per month
4 classes per week, per family – $100 per month
5 classes per week, per family – $110 per month
6 classes per week, per family – $115 per month
7 classes per week, per family – $120 per month
8 classes per week, per family – $125 per month
9 classes per week, per family – $130 per month
10 or more classes per week, per family – $135 per month
You are welcome to pay by the semester. Semester and yearly dance tuition options are available online in our store.
Please see refund policies on the next page.
Tuition is due each month, September-May, by the 15th. A $10 late fee is added after the 15th. We do not charge tuition in
August. The classes in August cover what we miss for Christmas break in December. Tuition is paid in equal monthly
payments, meaning we do not prorate tuition based on the number of weeks in the month. For nine tuition payments, you
will receive 34 class meetings plus instruction at dress rehearsal and recital by the end of the year.
Registration Fee - $40 annually per family - Due at registration or by the first class
Recital Fee - $25/first child plus $20 for each additional child - Due February 1
Costume Fee - Ranges $50-$70/costume. Invoices will be sent in February after ordering. Due March 1.

WHERE/HOW TO PAY
Option 1: Pay online through your Dance Studio Pro account.
1) Go to our website, and select "Parent Portal" (If you're on a mobile device, this will be on the dropdown menu.)
2) Sign in to your DSP account. Click "Make Payment>>"
3) You will follow instructions to pay with card or check routing number.
You may also sign up for Auto-Pay on DSP with a card or account information.
Option 2: Pay by card/cash/check in person in the SoFA office.
Option 3: Drop your cash or check in the payment dropbox outside the SoFA office.

Missed Classes/Withdrawal

Missed Classes
Attendance is important in both semesters. Our first semester is focused on gaining knowledge and skills. We want our students to
enjoy dancing and not be discouraged. Thus, frequent absences during the first semester could mean that your child is re-placed in
a lower level if deemed necessary to help him or her catch up on missed material. Our second semester is focused on preparing for
dance recital, which is a team effort. Your child missing class while learning a group dance affects everyone in the class. Please limit
absences to no more than 3 in a semester.
We do understand that sickness and school functions can require occasional absences. We cannot prorate tuition for missed
classes. If you miss a class, though, you may take a make-up class, and we are happy to suggest options for make-up opportunities.

Temporary Withdrawal
If you withdraw temporarily with plans to return later in the year, you will be responsible for tuition during that time to hold your
spot. Otherwise, you must withdraw and re-enroll, and we are not able to guarantee your spot will still be available. This allows us
to maintain enrollment and pay our dedicated faculty.

Temporary withdrawal will mean that we discuss with the teacher a plan for your child to re-enter dance. Depending on the length
of absence and other factors, we may deem it necessary for your student to re-enter in a lower level to catch up on missed material
and/or suggest private lessons if a teacher is available for this. Teachers are unable to review missed material in class, as this
hinders the growth of other students. Our goal is always to put your child in a place where he/she can grow and not feel
overwhelmed.

Permanent Withdrawal
If your child is not enjoying class, please always feel free to talk to us. We can perhaps suggest a different class or try to figure out
how to engage your child. If your child still does not enjoy dance and wishes to withdraw, you must notify us of your withdrawal via
a phone call, email, or letter. You will be responsible for tuition until the end of the current month.
If you quit attending class and do not notify us of your child's withdrawal, you will be responsible for tuition until we are notified.
You are asked to please withdraw before January 15 due to recital planning. It is not fair to the teacher or class to withdraw once
recital planning and choreography are underway. If you withdraw after January 15, you will be responsible for paying any relevant
recital or costume fees.

Refunds
In the case of withdrawal, we do not refund registration fees. If you have pre-paid tuition by the semester or year, you are
responsible for the current month, but we can refund future months at a rate of 95%. The 5% covers online payment fees which we
cannot recover.

Communication
We communicate with parents in two primary ways:
1) Email: Email is our top way to communicate. This is where I will send most information, so please make sure we have a good
email address you check regularly. If you aren't receiving our emails, please check your spam folder or contact me by email,
jfarris@fbcdecatur.org
2) Remind App: The Remind App is where we send weather cancellation information and quick reminders. Please subscribe to this
group at the number below. Also, if a grandparent, babysitter, or other parent is the one bringing your child to dance, please make
sure he/she is also subscribed so class cancellations notifications are not missed.
Join Remind by texting @sofad2022 to 81010.
Note: Even if you were part of our Remind group last year, you will still need to join this year's class!
Other: We will occasionally snail mail papers (like this letter), so please let us know if your address changes.
We also share photos and fun content to social media.
Instagram: School_of_Fine_Arts
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sofadecatur
How to Contact Us:
We want to always have an open door to help you and answer your questions, but to protect work-life balance, we do not give out
our personal cell numbers. Our director's and instructor's email addresses are provided for you. Please keep in mind, email is not
an instant way of contacting us. If you do not receive a reply in a day or two, contact the office directly at 256-353-7399 Ext.157

Church Campus
Safety is important to us. All of our doors stay locked throughout the day,
but you will have a security code to enter.
Please use the Church Street entrance, pictured and circled here.
The code to the door is 1256. The keypad is located to the left of the doors.
Please make sure grandparents or others bringing your child have this
code to enter.
With the exception of Mommy and Me classes, we do not allow parents to sit in the dance classrooms, as this can be
distracting to students.
Parents/caregivers may drop off students or may remain on campus. We have several sitting areas, including a quiet coffee
area and family-friendly snack machine area with game tables. Please keep food and drinks in the snack machine area.

Calendar/Weather
Dance classes will meet Monday, August 15-Thursday, May 19 except the following holidays:
Labor Day - September 5
Fall Break (Decatur City Schools): October 10
Thanksgiving Break: November 21-25
Christmas Break: December 19-January 6
Spring Break: March 13-17 (Decatur City)
We will meet on all other school holidays.
Please view our calendar for full class schedule.

WEATHER
In the case of inclement weather, we will notify you of class cancellation via text message on the Remind App and by email
through DSP. We will also post on facebook.
If we are forced to cancel due to weather, we will offer make-up class options. In the rare event a teacher cannot attend a class
and we are unable to find a sub, we will schedule a make-up class.

Dance Recital
Dance Recital - Saturday, June 3, 2022 - Location TBA
Preschool and Kindergarten Show - 11:00 AM
1st Grade and Up Show - 6:00 PM
Dress Rehearsal and Photos - Friday, June 2, 2022 - Recital Venue TBA
Preschool and Kindergarten - 9 AM-Noon
1st Grade and Up - Noon-9:00 PM
Each class will receive a 15-20-minute rehearsal slot during the above time frames, times TBA in May. Rehearsal is mandatory
to participate in recital. Please reserve these dates/times and plan all camps, travel, and events accordingly.
All of our students are included in dance recital! If your child is not able to participate, we need to be notified in writing of this
by January 10, 2023. This is one of the most exciting days of the year for our dancers, and performance is an important aspect
of dance education. Since we will be spending a significant amount of time in preparation during the spring semester, we
strongly encourage everyone to participate if possible.
You can expect lots of additional recital information in the second semester. We will save those details, though, to avoid
information overload.

Dance Dress Code
All students are asked to present a neat, modest appearance, appropriate for class and the church environment. Students
should avoid wearing large jewelry in class and should wear street clothes or an appropriate cover up outside class. In
addition, each student should follow the specific dress code listed below for his/her class.
Hair is very important. Loose hair is very distracting to dancers. Ballet students should have hair in a bun. Jazz, tap, and hiphop student should at least have hair in a ponytail. Preschool students or students with very short hair should secure hair as
much as possible whether a half-up style, ponytail, or bun.
Where to find dancewear:
Goody 2 Shoes (221 Moulton Street Decatur)
Bloom Dancewear (Leeman Ferry Rd., Huntsville)
Online: Discount Dance Supply, Amazon
Chain stores such as Target and Academy may carry limited styles for preschool dancers. We do not recommend
purchasing dance shoes there except for preschool due to quality.
Preschool and Kindergarten Classes (Mommy & Me, Creative Dance, and Pre-Ballet): Pink leotard, pink tights, and pink
ballet shoes. Skirt is optional. Hair should be neatly secured in a bun (preferred) or a ponytail/half-up style if too short.
Ballet Warm-up Attire: For warmth, we allow snug wrap sweaters (available at dancewear suppliers). Students may also
want a long-sleeve leotard for winter if cold natured. We do not allow sweatshirts, coats/jackets, fleece/Sherpa pullovers, or
oversize layers. These prevent teachers from helping students with alignment and placement.
Ballet (Level 1-Advanced) Attire - Solid colored leotard in required color (see below), pink tights, and pink split-sole ballet
shoes for Ballet 2 and up. Ballet 1 may use full sole. Skirt is optional. Hair should be in a bun. First-year pointe students
should have their pointe shoes approved.
Required Leotard Colors
Mommy & Me, Creative Dance 1 & 2, and Pre-Ballet - Light Pink
Ballet 1- Sky/baby blue
Ballet 2 - Lavender/light purple
Ballet 3 - Eggplant
Ballet 4 and Intermediate - Navy
Intermediate and Advanced - Black
Tap: Any solid-colored leotard, tights, and tap shoes. Skirt/shorts are optional. Shoes should be black leather, Mary Jane style
(the tie-style is acceptable only if students are able to tie their own shoes). Shoes for Level 3 and 4 are Oxford. Hair should be
secured.
Jazz: Any solid-colored leotard, tights or jazz pants, and jazz shoes. No sweatpants or jeans. Jazz shoes should be tan splitsole, slip-on style. Hair should be neatly secured.
Modern: Solid-colored leotard or snug-fitting top (nothing baggy) with tights and/or shorts, jog pants, or cut-off
sweats. Shoes are not required for this class, although students may bring cotton socks or dance paws for turns.
Christian Hip-Hop: Leotard or T-shirt with shorts, joggers, or sweatpants. Tennis shoes/sneakers should be worn, and hair
should be neatly secured.
Boys: Boys should wear a white t-shirt with black athletic shorts or pants. Male preschool and ballet students should wear
black ballet shoes. Tap, jazz, and hip-hop students should follow the shoe recommendations listed above for each class.

Contact Information
Website: schooloffinearts.org
Office Number: (256) 353-0423, Ext. 157
Director Email (Jennifer Farris): jfarris@fbcdecatur.org
TEACHER CONTACTS
Ms. Katelyn Burrow – Hip-Hop 1 & 2, Ballet 2, and Tap 1
burrowkatelyn@gmail.com
Mrs. Vicki Butler – Ballet 3x, Beg. and Int. Modern, Int. Ballet 1, Int./Adv. Ballet, and Int. Pointe
vickidb@knology.net
Mrs. EA Gonzalez – Tap 2, Tap 3, and Tap 4
Eamg0011@gmail.com
Mrs. Jordan Kendrick – Monday afternoon Creative 1, Creative 2, and Ballet 1
jordanmadelinemagee@yahoo.com
Mrs. Caroline King – Jazz 1, Jazz 2/3, and Jazz 4
Caroline.colee@gmail.com
Mrs. Melissa McMahan – Wednesday morning Creative 1, Creative 2, Mommy & Me, and Ballet
1-3 for Homeschoolers/Siblings
mkwmcmahan@msn.com
Mrs. Debbie Weisberg – Int. Ballet 2 and Pointe 2
weisbergla@yahoo.com
Mrs. Andrea Williams - Pre-Ballet and Ballet 1
awilliams@fbcdecatur.org

COVID-19
As of publishing (August 6, 2021), we are taking the following precautions:
We encourage masks based on CDC guidelines but leave this decision to parent discretion.
We ask students and faculty to remain at home or seek COVID testing if you are experiencing any of the following symptoms:
Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

We ask students and faculty to remain at home if you are awaiting COVID-19 test results.
We ask you remain at home if someone in your household has contracted COVID-19. If the student or faculty member is fully
vaccinated but has a family member with COVID-19, please consult your doctor to determine your transmission risk.
Remain at home if you have been exposed to COVID-19 and are unvaccinated. If you have been vaccinated and are exposed,
please consult your doctor for the latest guidelines on your transmission risk.

We unfortunately cannot guarantee that the above guidelines will not change. Despite this uncertainty, here is what you
can expect from us:
We will put the safety of our faculty and students first.

We will prayerfully make decisions with church leadership and the SoFA Advisory Team, using the advisement of health officials.
We will follow government guidelines, as we believe we are called to do as Followers of Jesus.
In cases where churches are given religious freedom, we will follow and adapt to any specific policies of First Baptist Decatur.
We will adapt to guidelines and do our best to keep dancing!
We will clearly communicate to you changes that need to be made.

We ask that you do the following:
Please have grace with us. Our families, and even faculty, have a wide variety of viewpoints, and we love and respect you all as
we navigate this difficult situation. In deciding a path forward for a large group of people with a variety of needs, there are
always going to be people who do not feel served. We are prayerfully doing the best we can.
Always consult with your doctor. These policies are enacted for the needs of the School of Fine Arts and are not intended to
guide the health decisions of your family.
Show love for those around you with different viewpoints and needs. Put the unity of the Body of Christ first.

